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SUBJECT: MPA NOTIPICATION OP KIEV TRANSIT 

REF: (A) ANKARA 5495, (B) USNAT0 396I 

1 . FOR SEVERAL YEARS THE MFA INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
APFAIRS DEPARTMENT HAS VOLUNTARILY AND IFORMALLY PROVIDED THE 
EMBASSY PRIOR NOTIPICATION OP SOVIET NAVAL SHIP TRANSITS THROUGH THE 
TURKISH STRAITS. THESE NOTIFICATIONS, PASSED BY TELEPHONE PROM 

AN MPA SECRETARY TO AN EMBASSY SECRETARY, USUALLY HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
ABOUT POUR TO SEVEN DAYS BEFORE THE ENTRY OF A SOVIET 
SHIP INTO THE STRAITS. 

2. IN RECENT MONTHS, THESE NOTIPICATIONS HAVE BEEN GIVEN EVERY 
FRIDAY. HOWEVER, THIS MONTH TWO FRIDAYS (JULY 2 AND 9) PASSED 
WITHOUT A CALL FROM THE MPA. ON PRIDAY, JULY 16, THE EMBASSY 
SECRETARY CALLED HER USUAL INPORMANT AND WAS TOLD THAT THE 
MFA WAS BEHIND IN ITS WORK AND WOULD LET HER KNOW LATER. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE MFA STATEMENT (REP A), THE MPA WAS 
INPORMED BY THE SOVIETS ON JULY 8 OP THE PENDING TRANSIT OF THE 
KIEV. THE MPA RESUMED ITS INPORMAL NOTIPICATIONS TO US ON MONDAY, 
JULY 19, ONE DAY ALTER THE KIEV’S PASSAGE, AND REPORTED PAST TRAN- 
SITS (INCLUDING THE KIEV) DURING THE INTERRUPTED PERIOD. 
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4. THE ERG POL COUNSELOR TOLD EMBOEF JULY 19 THAT MEA 
AEGEAN/LOS/MONTREUX CONVENTION AFEAIRS CHIEF TURMEN HAD 
TOLD HIM THE MEA HAD DECIDED TO HANDLE THE KIEV TRANSIT 
IN A MANNER WHICH WOULD CUASE THE LEAST TROUBLE, I.E., 

BY NOT INFORMING THE U.S., OTHER NATO ALLIES, AND/OR 
SIGNATORIES OE THE MONTREUX CONVENTION THAT THE KIEV WOULD 
PASS. WE ALSO NOTE THAT IN PAPER CIRCULATED BY TURKISH CHARGE 
ALP EOLLOWING NATO PERMREPS MEETING JULY 13 (REE B), ALP STATED 
THAT OEEICIAL NOTIEICATION HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED BY HIS AUTHORITIES. 
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